Forrest & Dora Cullers of Cullers French Fries have supported the Illinois State Fair Museum Foundation from the beginning and we thank them for their generosity!

We thought you might like to know a little bit about their business and what makes it such a success… and a long…….. tradition at the Illinois State Fair!

An interview with Forrest Cullers – Culler’s French Fries 

How many years have you been coming to the Illinois State Fair?

63 years this year! 

What makes your French fries so unique and popular?

I use only the finest ingredients…. good Idaho potatoes, the best shortening around, the equipment used is top notch to make the finest product.

How did the vinegar on fries get started?
I took the idea from the fish and chips with vinegar and just put it out their for people to use and it just took off. I used to offer ketchup in the squirt bottles, but people squirted ketchup all over everything and even themselves! You know how kids are with squirt bottles! It was a mess so we don’t offer that anymore.

Did you ever try and sell anything else at your stand?

I tried to serve a drink….but it was too much of a mess to handle the cups, ice, and extra equipment needed…. so we just went back to making fries.

How many trailers do you have to sell your fries?

 I run 2 in Illinois until Mid-September and then have a 3rd trailer we use when we travel the circuit in North and South Carolina and Georgia.

(When I spoke to him for this interview he had one in Arthur and one in Fisher, IL at festivals!)

How many staff do you have?

I have 3 in each unit when they are open and operating and there is someone managing the operations. My nephew is from Springfield and helps with the operations also. I have had some great staff and kids that can travel all over the summer, some are from Florida too. I’ve even helped out kids from ½ way houses and given them a chance. I’ve only been disappointed one time but otherwise everything has worked out. All staff are furnished with air conditioned living quarters with all the necessities such as t.v., satellite, refrigerator, microwave….. I take very good care of my wonderful staff!

Favorite Memory of the Illinois State Fair

The Illinois State Fair has been so good to me and my businesses over the years. I have loved the people I have met along the way…. so many fine people! I have especially enjoyed working with Marilyn Raney who retired this year in Space Rental. I remember when the carnival and kiddie rides used to be behind one of our stands. I am trying to give back to the fair because it has been good to me.

As I closed the interview with Forrest I asked him if the high gas prices were causing him to change anything this year…. he said absolutely not….. he wasn’t going to change anything with his prices or quality… he’s just going to continue to serve the same great French fries for all of the fair goers to enjoy!

Forest Cullers is 82 years young and has served in WWII and the Korean War. He and his wife Dora have 6 children who are all grown and on their own. He was born and raised in Iowa and is a true country boy with grass roots being raised on a farm. He told me that he loves being at the fairs and seeing all the friendly people…. especially country people because they always have a smile on their face!

We hope you will get a chance to visit one of the Culler’s French Fry booths at the fair! If so…. thank them for their delicious fries, support of the fair and especially the Illinois State Fair Museum Foundation!
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