1948

In 1948 the Illinois 

State Fair set an

 all-time attendance record of 1,192,500.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1932

Because of the economic hardships of the Great Depression, the general admission price of 50 cents per person is cut in half.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1924

In 1924 vaudeville acts were staged on the grandstand between auto races at the fair.

1879

In 1879 President Rutherford B. Hayes and Civil War hero General William T. Sherman spoke to enthusiastic crowds at the Illinois State Fair.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1950

In 1950 Bob Hope entertains in the grandstand at the Illinois State Fair.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1957

In 1957 the popular TV western star “James Garner “ of the popular series “Maverick” headlines the fair.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1860

In 1860, a popular new attraction at the State Fair in Jacksonville was the “sewing machine”.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1881
The 1881 State Fair in Peoria was almost canceled because President James A. Garfield had died just a week before, the victim of an assassin’s bullet.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1907

In 1907, “Happy Hollow” was created, putting all the tent shows at the fair in one spot instead of being scattered throughout the grounds.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1904

In 1904, streetcar service to the State Fair is inaugurated.  45 cars were in operation, providing service at one-minute intervals.

1902

In 1902, the huge Coliseum building opened.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1903

In 1903, the Dairy Building opened.  Cost of the building was $25,000.

1899
The original Women’s Building was constructed in 1899.  Just one month later, the young women attending the well-attended cooking school were forced to flee the building in their night clothes when a fire broke out and burned the structure to the ground.

1919

In 1919, American solders from 3 wars; the Civil War, the Spanish-American War and World War 1 gathered at the State Fair to celebrate Victory Day in commemoration of the end of WWI.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1918
The Conservation Building was constructed in 1918, using much of the brick and steel from the ruins of the Dome Building.

1968
The Giant Slide was built for the Sesquicentennial Fair in 1968.  The Sky Glider was installed the same year, providing a terrific view of the grounds and easy transportation from one side of the fair to the other. 

1967
Just inside Gate 1 near the Illinois Building stands a 30-foot fiberglass statue of Abraham Lincoln.  John Rinnus from Athens constructed the statue in 1967.  Rinnus was a display director for a local department store.  

Over 150 years
Since its creation, the fair has been held in 12 different Illinois cities: Alton, Centralia, Chicago, Decatur, DuQuoin, Freeport, Jacksonville, Olney, Ottawa, Peoria, Quincy, and Springfield.

1990
The Orr Building was constructed in 1990, and was named after a longtime Chicago Tribune rural affairs editor.  Poultry and rabbit exhibits are shown in the Orr Building.

1917
Tragically, the Dome Building, located just east of the Exposition Building burned down in August 1917, just before the Fair opened.

1853

At the first State Fair held in 1853, it seems that the main attraction was new farm implements.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4  On exhibition was a new mower, a grain reaper that cultivates and so forth.

1854

In 1854, the number of entries at the fair was 1,076.  The amount paid in premiums was $1,815.29.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1856

The 1856 Illinois State Fair was held near the city of Alton.  The city of Alton went to great lengths to accommodate ample and select beautiful grounds.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1857

The Fair of 1857 was held in Peoria.  H.J. Chase, President of the Peoria County Agricultural Society and other public spirited citizens of that city and county entered into obligations with the Society to furnish grounds and fixtures necessary for the State Fair.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1858

Mr. Abraham Lincoln attended the Illinois State Fair, which was held in Centralia in 1858.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1872

The State Fair was held in Ottawa in 1872.  A bill was introduced in the General Assembly creating and establishing a department in the State of Illinois, to be known as “The Department of Agriculture”.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1904

In 1904, the fastest horse in the country ran at the Illinois State Fair.  Dan Patch, the most famous harness horse in existence, drew an estimated 35,000 people to the grandstand.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1855

In 1855, the third Illinois State Fair was held at Chicago.  Manufacturers and merchants displayed their products.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4  One of the most worthy articles was a huge mass of pure native copper from Mason County.

1859

In 1859, the Illinois State Fair was held in Freeport.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4  Receipts were $16,814.69 and Expenses were $14,285.77.   A profit of $2,528.92.

1861

In 1861, the Illinois State Fair was held in Chicago.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4  Expenses were $14,256.49 and receipts were $14,824.56. 

1863

In 1863, the Illinois State Fair was held in Decatur.  Many fine displays of fruits and vegetables were to be found.  ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4Fairgoers looked forward to the exhibition of thorough-bred horses.

1865
In 1865, the Illinois State Fair was held in Chicago.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4  Large attendance was noted and fairgoers admired displays of textile fabrics, horticulture, mechanical and farm products as well as livestock. 

1867

In 1867, the Illinois State Fair was held at the city of Quincy.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4  Newspapers reported that the location of the fair is one of the choicest districts of the great Mississippi Valley.

1871

In 1871, the Illinois State Fair was held at DuQuoin.  Receipts were $25,186.43 with expenses of $20,630.87 for a profit of $4555.56.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1873

In 1873, the Illinois State Fair was held in Peoria.  A change of the State Legislature transformed the State Agriculture Society into the Department of Agriculture.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1883-1884-1885 & 1886

CHICAGO HOSTS THE ILLINOIS STATE FAIR.

Transportation to and from the city was ample, rapid, and cheap.  The Madison Street Horse Car going right to the gate for a fare of 5 cents.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1883-1884-1885 & 1886

CHICAGO HOSTS THE ILLINOIS STATE FAIR.

The Illinois State Fair was held in Chicago in 1883, 1884, 1885 and 1886.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1887

In 1887, the Illinois State Fair was held in Olney.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1893

In 1893, on account of the Worlds Fair being in progress in Chicago, in which Illinois held a more conspicuous part than any other single State in the Union, the holding of the regular State Fair was omitted.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1894

In 1894, the price of tickets to the Illinois State Fair were: admitting one person, 50 cents; children under 12 except Monday, 25 cents; one person on horseback, 75 cents; four passengers in carriage, $1.25.  Admission to Grandstand, 25 cents.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1923

In 1923, five days of rain caused all the harness racing to be canceled at the Illinois State Fair.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1933

In 1933, veteran auto race driver Barney Oldfield set a speed record for tractors.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1974

In 1974, Tonight Show announcer Ed McMahon appeared at the Illinois State Fair.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1986

In 1986, President Ronald Reagan speaks at the fair.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1877 & 1878

In 1877 and 1878, the Illinois State Fair was held in Freeport.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
1929

In 1929, the first tractor pull is held at the State Fair.ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4
